tooth on page 55 you can see that the pulp cavity has
openings at the ends of the roots. Through these open-
ings blood vessels and nerves enter the pulp cavity. No-
tice also the gum line, where the enamel ends.
IRREGULAR TEETH
Sometimes the second teeth come in crooked arid
crowded for a number of different reasons. The first
teeth may have decayed and have been pulled out be-
fore the permanent teeth were ready to make their
appearance. Without the first teeth to guide them, the
second teeth may stagger irregularly into their places.
Another cause of irregular teeth is excessive thumb-
sucking or the use of a pacifier * when one is a baby.
Both of these practices tend to make the roof of the
mouth narrow instead of well-developed and roomy,
Adenoids* which are growths of soft tissue back of
the nose, may have the same effect as thumb-sucking.
Adenoids block breathing through the nose* The habit
of drawing air in through the mouth seems to narrow the
jaws.
Still another cause of irregular teeth is failure to use
the teeth in vigorous chewing. Chewing substances like
tough meat, crisp toast, and raw celery and cabbage helps
to develop and broaden the jaws and make room for the
new teeth.
If the teeth are irregular, it seldom helps to pull out
several teeth in the hope that the others will settle clown
in their proper places of their own accord. They seldom
do. But teeth can be straightened by specialists who
know just how to straighten them. The younger the
child is, the more successfully can the teeth be straight-
ened. The best age must be decided by the dentist.
Braces made of gold wire are often used to bring ir-
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